STRUCTURE  OF THE  ORGANS OF SPEECH.       85

lies close to the median line of the face, we find a process
passing obliquely upwards and inwards, and forming the
inner wall of the anterior opening of the orbit. The
processes of the two sides are attached close together to
the central part of the frontal bone, being only separated
by the narrow nasal bone. The gap left between these
two processes, which above is partially covered by the
nasal bone, constitutes the pear-shaped opening of the
anterior nares; in the living subject it is so covered by
cartilage and integument as to form the external nose.

This description gives a general idea of the nasal
cavity, and especially of the relation of its anterior
opening to the surface of the face; we have still to
investigate the interior of the cavity. We shall do this
most easily if we consider the arch of the upper jaw
from below. We then see at once that the portion of
this arch formed by the superior maxillary bone widens
out considerably backwards, and that the margin of the
surface thus formed constitutes the alveolar arch, into
which the upper teeth are inserted. The posterior
margin of either superior maxillary bone is attached to
a downward process of the base of the skull (or, more
strictly speaking, of the sphenoid bone) by which they
are supported. A small bone (the palate bone) is partly
the medium for this attachment; it is, however, un-
necessary to describe its form and position here. The
space contained within the arch of the teeth is filled by
a thin, horizontal, bony, plate (the hard or lony palate),
and this forms, while separating the cavity of the mouth
from the cavity of the nose, the roof of one and the floor
of the other. The side walls of the nasal cavity are
about as far removed from each other above the hard
palate as the posterior extremities of the arch of the
teeth are below it; they extend, however, further back-